SHE    MADE    WORLD     CHAOS

direction of the Queen of England,' runs the entry of
December I4th in Crown Prince Frederick's diary. 'All
this exasperates me beyond measure. Countess Bismarck
and Countess Amelia Donhoff have repeated the scandal
quite openly.'

Such being the atmosphere of Berlin, where according to
the Crown Prince the bombardment had become a ' perfect
mania/ was a further misfortune for the reputation of his
wife that, though bombardment had now been agreed upon
in principle, it still had to be delayed until a proper siege
train and huge quantities of ammunition could be assembled
from great distances.

Thoughtlessness can lead to the gravest consequences.
This reflection painfully afflicted Queen Victoria when she
opened a large parcel from the Crown Princess on the morning
of January 6th. It was a beautiful Chinese screen.

When French shells bursting on the Palace of St. Cloud
set the building on fire, Prussian troops rushed into the
fire to see what they could ' save.' One soldier emerged with
-the Chinese screen, which he had brought from Empress
Eug&oie's boudoir. General Kirbach, who was watching,
either bought or commandeered the objet d'art. The General,
a great admirer of the beauty of the Crown Princess, thought
the screen would look very well in New Palace. He asked
King William's permission to send the c trophy of war' as a
present to the Crown Princess. It was granted.

The present from the General made the Crown Princess
feel very uneasy. Empress Eugenie had always been kind to
her. She did not want to keep it. Besides, she did not
approve of ' ladies' possessing war trophies, though ' for
soldiers they are lawful.' She therefore sent the trophy to
her mother.

' I would ask you, dearest Mama/ she said, ' to restore
this screen to the Empress when you think fit/

Horrified at the mission entrusted to her, the Queen at
once wrote to the Earl of Granville to ask advice. It seemed
to her that Vicky had put not only her mother but England
in a dangerous predicament. King William might consider